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(3) Amend the plan consistent with
Forest Service NEPA procedures. The
appropriate NEPA documentation for
an amendment may be an environ-
mental impact statement, an environ-
mental assessment, or a categorical ex-
clusion, depending upon the scope and
scale of the amendment and its likely
effects. A proposed amendment that
may create a significant environ-
mental effect and thus require prepara-
tion of an environmental impact state-
ment is considered a significant change
in the plan for the purposes of the
NFMA.

(c) Administrative changes. An admin-
istrative change is any change to a
plan that is not a plan amendment or
plan revision. Administrative changes
include corrections of clerical errors to
any part of the plan, conformance of
the plan to new statutory or regulatory
requirements, or changes to other con-
tent in the plan (§219.7(f)).

(1) A substantive change to the moni-
toring program made outside of the
process for plan revision or amendment
may be made only after notice to the
public of the intended change and con-
sideration of public comment
(§219.16(c)(6)).

(2) All other administrative changes
may be made following public notice
(§219.16(c)(6)).

§219.14 Decision document and plan-
ning records.

(a) Decision document. The responsible
official shall record approval of a new
plan, plan amendment, or revision in a
decision document prepared according
to Forest Service NEPA procedures (36
CFR 220). The decision document must
include:

(1) The rationale for approval;

(2) An explanation of how the plan
components meet the sustainability re-
quirements of §219.8, the diversity re-
quirements of §219.9, the multiple use
requirements of §219.10, and the timber
requirements of §219.11;

(3) A statement of how the plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision applies to
approved projects and activities
(§219.15);

(4) The documentation of how the
best available scientific information
was used to inform planning, the plan
components, and other plan content,
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including the plan monitoring program
(§219.3);

(6) The concurrence by the appro-
priate research station director with
any part of the plan applicable to any
experimental forests or experimental
ranges (§219.2(b)(4)); and

(6) The effective date of the plan,
amendment, or revision.

(b) Planning records. (1) The respon-
sible official shall keep the following
documents readily accessible to the
public by posting them online and
through other means: assessment re-
ports (§219.6); the plan, including the
monitoring program; the proposed
plan, plan amendment, or plan revi-
sion; public notices and environmental
documents associated with a plan; plan
decision documents; and monitoring
evaluation reports (§219.12).

(2) The planning record includes doc-
uments that support analytical conclu-
sions made and alternatives considered
throughout the planning process. The
responsible official shall make the
planning record available at the office
where the plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision was developed.

§219.15 Project and activity consist-
ency with the plan.

(a) Application to existing authoriza-
tions and approved projects or activities.
Every decision document approving a
plan, plan amendment, or plan revision
must state whether authorizations of
occupancy and use made before the de-
cision document may proceed un-
changed. If a plan decision document
does not expressly allow such occu-
pancy and use, the permit, contract,
and other authorizing instrument for
the use and occupancy must be made
consistent with the plan, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision as soon as prac-
ticable, as provided in paragraph (d) of
this section, subject to valid existing
rights.

(b) Application to projects or activities
authoriced after plan decision. Projects
and activities authorized after ap-
proval of a plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision must be consistent with
the plan as provided in paragraph (d) of
this section.

(c) Resolving inconsistency. When a
proposed project or activity would not
be consistent with the applicable plan
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components, the responsible official
shall take one of the following steps,
subject to valid existing rights:

(1) Modify the proposed project or ac-
tivity to make it consistent with the
applicable plan components;

(2) Reject the proposal or terminate
the project or activity;

(3) Amend the plan so that the
project or activity will be consistent
with the plan as amended; or

(4) Amend the plan contempora-
neously with the approval of the
project or activity so that the project
or activity will be consistent with the
plan as amended. This amendment may
be limited to apply only to the project
or activity.

(d) Determining consistency. Every
project and activity must be consistent
with the applicable plan components. A
project or activity approval document
must describe how the project or activ-
ity is consistent with applicable plan
components developed or revised in
conformance with this part by meeting
the following criteria:

(1) Goals, desired conditions, and objec-
tives. The project or activity contrib-
utes to the maintenance or attainment
of one or more goals, desired condi-
tions, or objectives, or does not fore-
close the opportunity to maintain or
achieve any goals, desired conditions,
or objectives, over the long term.

(2) Standards. The project or activity
complies with applicable standards.

(3) Guidelines. The project or activity:

(i) Complies with applicable guide-
lines as set out in the plan; or

(ii) Is designed in a way that is as ef-
fective in achieving the purpose of the
applicable guidelines (§219.7(e)(1)(iv)).

(4) Suitability. A project or activity
would occur in an area:

(i) That the plan identifies as suit-
able for that type of project or activ-
ity; or

(ii) For which the plan is silent with
respect to its suitability for that type
of project or activity.

(e) Consistency of resource plans within
the planning area with the land manage-
ment plan. Any resource plans (for ex-
ample, travel management plans) de-
veloped by the Forest Service that
apply to the resources or land areas
within the planning area must be con-
sistent with the plan components. Re-
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source plans developed prior to plan de-
cision must be evaluated for consist-
ency with the plan and amended if nec-
essary.

§219.16 Public notifications.

The following public notification re-
quirements apply to plan development,
amendment, or revision. Notifications
may be combined where appropriate.

(a) When formal public notification is
required. Public notification must be
provided as follows:

(1) To initiate the development of a
proposed plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision;

(2) To invite comments on a proposed
plan, plan amendment, or plan revi-
sion, and associated environmental
analysis. For a new plan, plan amend-
ment, or a plan revision for which a
draft environmental impact statement
(EIS) is prepared, the comment period
is at least 90 days. For an amendment
for which a draft EIS is not prepared,
the comment period is at least 30 days;

(3) To begin the objection period for a
plan, plan amendment, or plan revision
before approval (§219.52);

(4) To approve a final plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision; or

(6) To announce whenever a plan,
plan amendment, or plan revision proc-
ess initiated under the provisions of a
previous planning regulation will be
conformed to meet the provisions of
this part (§219.17(b)(3)).

(b) Project or activity plan amendments.
When a plan amendment is approved in
a decision document approving a
project or activity and the amendment
applies only to the project or activity,
the notification requirements of 36
CFR part 215 or part 218, subpart A, ap-
plies instead of this section.

(c) How public notice is provided. The
responsible official should use contem-
porary tools to provide notice to the
public. At a minimum, all public noti-
fications required by this part must be
posted online, and:

(1) When the Chief, the Under Sec-
retary, or the Secretary is the respon-
sible official, notice must be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(2) For a new plan or plan revision,
when an official other than the Chief,
the Under Secretary, or the Secretary
is the responsible official, notice must
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